Abstract
Introduction
Lapanthus Louzada & Versieux is a small genus comprising two species occurring in the southern portion of the Espinhaço Range in the Brazilian state of Minas Gerais. Th e species inhabits quartzitic rocky outcrops near waterfalls and gallery forests in rocky fi elds or areas of transitional vegetation between semideciduous seasonal forests and rocky fi elds (Louzada and Versieux 2010) .
Lapanthus was established to accommodate two species, one previously included in Orthophytum Beer and the other in Cryptanthus Otto & A. Dietr. (Louzada and Versieux 2010) . Th e two originally recognized species of Lapanthus (L. duartei (L.B. Sm.) Louzada & Versieux and L. itambensis (Versieux & Leme) Louzada & Versieux) were segregated from Cryptanthus and Orthophytum respectively due to the presence of characters apparently contradictory to the current circumscriptions of those genera, which include ciliate petal margins, presence of a pair of lanceolate petal appendages, and free stamens (Louzada and Versieux 2010) . Th e decision to describe a new genus to accommodate the species with these characters was also supported by the evidence of paraphyletism of Orthophytum presented in the molecular phylogeny of Bromelioideae (Schulte et al. 2009 Th e phylogenetic relationship of the genus is further elucidated by a study on molecular phylogeny where Lapanthus arises as a monophyletic group, sister to a Cryptanthus clade comprising species of Cryptanthus subgen. Cryptanthus (Louzada et al. in prep.) .
Th e recently described species Orthophytum vidaliorum is morphologically related to O. itambense (=Lapanthus itambensis) and presents the same combination of characters that Louzada and Versieux (2010) used to recognize Lapanthus. Th erefore, based on the morphological evidence presented in the protologue and after the analysis of the holotype of O. vidaliorum, we propose here a new combination in Lapanthus. Th is note also provides comments, a table with diagnostic characters (Table 1) , photos of the three species, and a distribution map. Louzada (2008) in his master's thesis, which later was validly published under the name Lapanthus by Louzada and Versieux (2010) . Besides, some morphological characters such as the rosette shape, the morphology and size of the leaves and the size of the fl owers support the decision to include O. vidaliorum under Lapanthus. (Ribeiro and Paula 2010 ) Th e present combination extends the genus distribution approximately 120 km southward (Fig. 3) .
Identifi cation key for the species of Lapanthus
Conservation. Lapanthus vidaliorum is an endangered species, known only from the type-population, which is small in number of individuals, being about 3.5 kilometers from the iron ore mine Capanema and surrounded by an Eucalyptus plantation. Th erefore, according to IUCN (2001) criteria this species is considered critically endangered (criteria B2a). editing and suggestions to improve the manuscript, Elídio Guarçoni for sending the photo of the holotype and two anonymous reviewers and Leonardo M. Versieux for their comments on the paper.
